
225 Years After the Treaty of Marrakech | The Weekly Standard

http://www.weeklystandard.com/blogs/225-years-after-treaty-marrakech_648661.html[7/29/2012 8:34:50 PM]

SUNDAY, JULY 29, 2012 Login Register About FAQs Subscribers Only Contact RSS  
Advanced Search

THE BLOG

12:00 AM, JUL 17, 2012 • BY FRED BARNES
225 Years After the Treaty of Marrakech

   

Subscribe 
& Save

Conservative Intelligence

Satirical Wit

Foreign Policy Insight

Sophisticated Perspective

Subscribers Log-in

Buy a framed cover

Get the Digital Edition »

OUR WRITERS

Back in International
Waters
Read more...

BOOKS, ARTS AND SOCIETY

Bedtime in America

PARODY

YOU ARE HERE: BLOG / 225 YEARS AFTER THE TREATY OF MARRAKECH Hot Topics: 2012 Elections Congress Foreign policy Iran Mitt Romney Newt Gingrich Rick Santorum Syria

Before the United States had a president or a constitution, it had the Treaty of Marrakech with Morocco.
That diplomatic pact has the distinction of being the longest standing treaty between America and

another country. Tomorrow, July 18, marks the 225th anniversary of its ratification.

The treaty is scarcely remembered today, but it was
important in its time. When he became president in 1789,
George Washington wrote the sultan of Morocco, a
Muslim, to thank him for his “encouragement” and “the
punctuality with which you have caused the Treaty with
us to be observed.” Good will come of it, he said.

“Within our territories, there are no mines, wither of gold
or silver, and this young nation just recovering from the
waste and dissolution of a long war, have not, as yet,
had time to acquire riches by agriculture and commerce,”
Washington wrote. “But our soil is bountiful, and our

people industrious, and we have reason to flatter ourselves that we shall gradually become useful to
our friends.”

The treaty came about when the commercial interests of the fledgling United States and Morocco came
together – but largely due to friendly gestures by the sultan of Morocco, Mohamed Ben Abdullah. In
1777, just as Washington and his troops were setting up camp for the winter in Valley Forge, the sultan
granted American ships safe passage through the Straits of Gibraltar, which Morocco controlled.

By including America in a maritime treaty, Morocco is considered the first country to recognize the
newly independent country. The follow-up treaty of “friendship and amity” was urged in 1783 by
American commissioners in Paris – Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, and John Jay – signed in Morocco
in 1786, and ratified by the new Congress a year later.

Related Stories

Iran Elected to Top U.N. Arms
Trade Treaty Post

Baptism of Fire

The Scots Are Coming

Can Plants Have Human
Rights?

The Daily Grind: Sadly, Reuters
Isn't Kidding

More by Fred Barnes

Pandering to His Base

Washington Loses Power

Will the Court Revitalize the Tea
Party?

They Pack a Wallop

Mitt Romney and GST Steel
Trying to save a closing plant Learn the

truth about GST Steel
www.MittRomney.com

Like You like The Weekly
Standard.  · Add
Comment · Admin

      

       

HOME MAGAZINE BLOG VIDEO POLITICS &
GOVERNMENT

FOREIGN POLICY &
NATIONAL SECURITY

BOOKS, ARTS 
& SOCIETY CRUISE STORE NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIBE

http://www.weeklystandard.com/user
https://subservices.weeklystandard.com/ITPS2.cgi?ItemCode=WSTD&OrderType=Reply+Only&iResponse=WSTD.INDEX
http://www.weeklystandard.com/tws/aboutus/default.asp
http://www.weeklystandard.com/misc/faq.asp
http://www.weeklystandard.com/SubscribersOnly.asp
http://www.weeklystandard.com/contact
http://www.weeklystandard.com/feeds
http://www.weeklystandard.com/feeds
http://www.facebook.com/weeklystandard
http://twitter.com/weeklystandard
http://www.weeklystandard.com/
http://www.weeklystandard.com/find

http://www.weeklystandard.com/author/fred-barnes
http://www.weeklystandard.com/rss/fred%20barnes/rss.xml
http://www.weeklystandard.com/issue/current
https://subscribe.weeklystandard.com/0312voucher/landing.cfm?trkid=22636S428155360&utm_source=content&utm_medium=redlink&utm_campaign=sub
http://www.weeklystandard.com/user
http://www.weeklystandard.com/coverstore
http://www.weeklystandard.com/download/pdf/WStandard.v17-43.July30-Aug6.pdf
http://www.weeklystandard.com/blogs/back-international-waters_649056.html
http://www.weeklystandard.com/blogs/back-international-waters_649056.html
http://www.weeklystandard.com/blogs/back-international-waters_649056.html
http://www.weeklystandard.com/books-arts-and-society
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3cc2/0/0/%2a/l;44306;0-0;0;46531056;2-120/90;0/0/0;;~sscs=%3f
http://www.weeklystandard.com/articles/bedtime-america_648842.html
http://www.weeklystandard.com/archive/parody
http://www.weeklystandard.com/daily/daily.asp
http://www.weeklystandard.com/keyword/2012-Elections
http://www.weeklystandard.com/keyword/Congress
http://www.weeklystandard.com/keyword/Foreign-policy
http://www.weeklystandard.com/keyword/Iran
http://www.weeklystandard.com/keyword/Mitt-Romney
http://www.weeklystandard.com/keyword/Newt-Gingrich
http://www.weeklystandard.com/keyword/Rick-Santorum
http://www.weeklystandard.com/keyword/Syria
http://www.weeklystandard.com/keyword/2012-Elections
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3cc2/2/0/%2a/b%3B247277324%3B0-0%3B1%3B46531056%3B4307-300/250%3B44456153/44473941/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=BGF1SrPIVUJPTA4vJsQe2zpGLBaT6_94CrILLsjLAjbcBsMwLEAEYASCXwbsYOABQk6SSyAJgyZ6diqCk1BegAYGnif8DsgEWd3d3LndlZWtseXN0YW5kYXJkLmNvbboBCjMwMHgyNTBfYXPIAQLaAVBodHRwOi8vd3d3LndlZWtseXN0YW5kYXJkLmNvbS9ibG9ncy8yMjUteWVhcnMtYWZ0ZXItdHJlYXR5LW1hcnJha2VjaF82NDg2NjEuaHRtbOABA4ACAcgCsN3TAagDAcgDHegDjAPoA7ED6ANM9QMAAABE9QMgAAAAiAYBoAYC&num=1&cid=5GhTANppJ1mqkWMJCPR8Iw13&sig=AOD64_27hKvxcU1wMU-DCKXyY49fu98nlg&client=ca-pub-5927278993977203&adurl=http://w3.newsmax.com/a/aftershockb/video47g.cfm%3FPROMO_CODE%3DCA74-1
http://www.weeklystandard.com/blogs/225-years-after-treaty-marrakech_648661.html?nopager=1
http://www.weeklystandard.com/print/blogs/225-years-after-treaty-marrakech_648661.html

http://www.weeklystandard.com/blogs/iran-elected-top-un-arms-trade-treaty-post_648266.html
http://www.weeklystandard.com/blogs/iran-elected-top-un-arms-trade-treaty-post_648266.html
http://www.weeklystandard.com/articles/baptism-fire_648216.html
http://www.weeklystandard.com/blogs/scots-are-coming_634796.html
http://www.weeklystandard.com/blogs/can-plants-have-human-rights_557354.html
http://www.weeklystandard.com/blogs/can-plants-have-human-rights_557354.html
http://www.weeklystandard.com/blogs/daily-grind-sadly-reuters-isnt-kidding_555432.html
http://www.weeklystandard.com/blogs/daily-grind-sadly-reuters-isnt-kidding_555432.html
http://www.weeklystandard.com/articles/pandering-his-base_648830.html
http://www.weeklystandard.com/articles/washington-loses-power_648233.html
http://www.weeklystandard.com/blogs/will-court-revitalize-tea-party_647931.html
http://www.weeklystandard.com/blogs/will-court-revitalize-tea-party_647931.html
http://www.weeklystandard.com/articles/they-pack-wallop_647783.html
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3cc2/2/0/%2a/d%3B246916913%3B0-0%3B1%3B46531056%3B4307-300/250%3B44271233/44289020/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=B0tJwq_IVUOLzG7C1sQfAp7WLBf702pwEtpPAsFvW_OGlRaDM6wEQARgBIJfBuxg4AFD__fXzAmDJnp2KoKTUF6ABgrPX0AOyARZ3d3cud2Vla2x5c3RhbmRhcmQuY29tugEKMzAweDI1MF9hc8gBAdoBUGh0dHA6Ly93d3cud2Vla2x5c3RhbmRhcmQuY29tL2Jsb2dzLzIyNS15ZWFycy1hZnRlci10cmVhdHktbWFycmFrZWNoXzY0ODY2MS5odG1s4AECgAIByALe1-EcqAMByAMf6AOMA-gDsQPoA0z1AwAAAET1AyAAAACIBgE&num=1&cid=5Ghbq-CtcRUeQSOazCC0Thkp&sig=AOD64_2pl1rLkKj2H996hfW9pCX4lkcXog&client=ca-pub-5927278993977203&adurl=http://www.mittromney.com/blogs/mitts-view/2012/06/obamas-false-attacks%3Fcct_info%3D1%7C25219%7C7946991837%7C138422374%7C7793877934%7C%7C24458078614%7Ctc%7C%7Cd%7C%7Cwww.weeklystandard.com%7C%26cct_ver%3D3%26cct_bk%3Dmitt%2520romney%2520contact
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://www.weeklystandard.com/blogs/225-years-after-treaty-marrakech_648661.html%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-5927278993977203%26ai0%3DB0tJwq_IVUOLzG7C1sQfAp7WLBf702pwEtpPAsFvW_OGlRaDM6wEQARgBIJfBuxg4AFD__fXzAmDJnp2KoKTUF6ABgrPX0AOyARZ3d3cud2Vla2x5c3RhbmRhcmQuY29tugEKMzAweDI1MF9hc8gBAdoBUGh0dHA6Ly93d3cud2Vla2x5c3RhbmRhcmQuY29tL2Jsb2dzLzIyNS15ZWFycy1hZnRlci10cmVhdHktbWFycmFrZWNoXzY0ODY2MS5odG1s4AECgAIByALe1-EcqAMByAMf6AOMA-gDsQPoA0z1AwAAAET1AyAAAACIBgE%26gl%3DUS&usg=AFQjCNFW-KLIwuQeMURIm_KV6o-qHGKUcA
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2F%23%21%2Fweeklystandard&send=false&layout=standard&width=450&show_faces=false&action=like&colorscheme=light&font=arial&height=35&appId=136202409811394?AcrobatWebCapTID6#
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2F%23%21%2Fweeklystandard&send=false&layout=standard&width=450&show_faces=false&action=like&colorscheme=light&font=arial&height=35&appId=136202409811394?AcrobatWebCapTID6#
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2F%23%21%2Fweeklystandard&send=false&layout=standard&width=450&show_faces=false&action=like&colorscheme=light&font=arial&height=35&appId=136202409811394?AcrobatWebCapTID6#
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2F%23%21%2Fweeklystandard&send=false&layout=standard&width=450&show_faces=false&action=like&colorscheme=light&font=arial&height=35&appId=136202409811394?AcrobatWebCapTID6#
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2F%23%21%2Fweeklystandard&send=false&layout=standard&width=450&show_faces=false&action=like&colorscheme=light&font=arial&height=35&appId=136202409811394?AcrobatWebCapTID6#
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2F%23%21%2Fweeklystandard&send=false&layout=standard&width=450&show_faces=false&action=like&colorscheme=light&font=arial&height=35&appId=136202409811394?AcrobatWebCapTID6#
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2F%23%21%2Fweeklystandard&send=false&layout=standard&width=450&show_faces=false&action=like&colorscheme=light&font=arial&height=35&appId=136202409811394?AcrobatWebCapTID6#
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2F%23%21%2Fweeklystandard&send=false&layout=standard&width=450&show_faces=false&action=like&colorscheme=light&font=arial&height=35&appId=136202409811394?AcrobatWebCapTID6#
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2F%23%21%2Fweeklystandard&send=false&layout=standard&width=450&show_faces=false&action=like&colorscheme=light&font=arial&height=35&appId=136202409811394?AcrobatWebCapTID6#
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2F%23%21%2Fweeklystandard&send=false&layout=standard&width=450&show_faces=false&action=like&colorscheme=light&font=arial&height=35&appId=136202409811394?AcrobatWebCapTID6#
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2F%23%21%2Fweeklystandard&send=false&layout=standard&width=450&show_faces=false&action=like&colorscheme=light&font=arial&height=35&appId=136202409811394?AcrobatWebCapTID6#
http://www.weeklystandard.com/
http://www.weeklystandard.com/
http://www.weeklystandard.com/issue/current
http://www.weeklystandard.com/issue/current
http://www.weeklystandard.com/daily/daily.asp
http://www.weeklystandard.com/daily/daily.asp
http://weeklystandard.magnify.net/
http://weeklystandard.magnify.net/
http://www.weeklystandard.com/politics-and-government
http://www.weeklystandard.com/politics-and-government
http://www.weeklystandard.com/politics-and-government
http://www.weeklystandard.com/foreign-policy-and-national-security
http://www.weeklystandard.com/foreign-policy-and-national-security
http://www.weeklystandard.com/foreign-policy-and-national-security
http://www.weeklystandard.com/books-arts-and-society
http://www.weeklystandard.com/books-arts-and-society
http://www.weeklystandard.com/books-arts-and-society
http://twscruise.com/
http://twscruise.com/
http://www.weeklystandardstore.com/
http://www.weeklystandardstore.com/
http://www.weeklystandard.com/newsletter/requestform.asp?utm_source=content&utm_medium=navlink&utm_campaign=leads
http://www.weeklystandard.com/newsletter/requestform.asp?utm_source=content&utm_medium=navlink&utm_campaign=leads
https://subscribe.weeklystandard.com/0312voucher/landing.cfm?trkid=22636S428155360&utm_source=content&utm_medium=navlink&utm_campaign=sub
https://subscribe.weeklystandard.com/0312voucher/landing.cfm?trkid=22636S428155360&utm_source=content&utm_medium=navlink&utm_campaign=sub


225 Years After the Treaty of Marrakech | The Weekly Standard

http://www.weeklystandard.com/blogs/225-years-after-treaty-marrakech_648661.html[7/29/2012 8:34:50 PM]

   

More Fred Barnes »

 

« Previous Post Next Post »

Article TAGS: George Washington, Morocco, treaty

Our Writers

Features

Casual

Books & Arts

Cover Gallery

Parody Archive

Scrapbook

Articles

Editorials

Carville: 'We’re Gonna
Have to Go Through
Hell and High-Water to
Win this Damn Thing'

Cantor on Pelosi:
'Patronizing and Deeply
Insulting'

What Does Axelrod
Know?

Pelosi: President
Obama's Been to Israel
‘Over and Over Again’

A Parody
Read more...

View more [+]

A Letter from the Beach
From the Scrapbook
Read more...

SCRAPBOOK

View more [+]

Romney-Rice?

Capitalism’s Brave New World
We have seen the future, and it microtasks

The Real Reagan
In his own words.

Our Dignified Constitution
Fourth of July reflections on the Queen’s
Jubilee.

Obama Fiddles . . .
While Russia arms Assad.

WHAT DID YOU MISS?

View more [+]

Email:

Sign-Up Today!

NEWSLETTER SIGN-UP

Republicans should target Asian voters
Judge blocks contraception mandate in religious
liberty lawsuit
WH attacks Krauthammer with deceptive history of
Churchill bust snub
Wis. state senator rejoins Democratic Party
All your business are belong to Obama

more

Sponsored Links
Groupon™ Official Site
1 ridiculously huge coupon a day. Get 50-
90% off your city’s best!
www.Groupon.com

3 Bureau Credit Report
Claim your three Credit Scores from all 3
bureaus in 60 seconds for $0
www.FreeScoreOnline.com

Obama’s Ace In the Hole
A cleaner fuel is here, and it’s already

The Real Reagan

The treaty will be discussed at an event sponsored by the George Washington Amity Series at 6:30 pm
on July 18 at the grand ballroom of George Washington University in Washington, D.C.  The historian of
Mount Vernon, Mary Thompson, will speak on the history of the treaty and George Washington’s role
in it. The Amity Series was created “to bring together primarily Muslim and Christian communities to
help them connect on a personal level.”

Note: For more information about the George Washington Amity Series, contact Jack Rusenko at
jack@amityseries.org. 
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